THE BAPTISM OF FIRE
there was perfect sharpness in its sword. And then,
further to elaborate this line of thought, he uttered the
memorable and prophetic words: " The problem of
the independence of Poland will only be definitely settled
if Russia is beaten by Germany and Germany is beaten
by France. It is our duty to lend our help for that aim."
Here, then, are the two theses of Pilsudski's thought,
the justification for which will become more and more
apparent in the subsequent course of the narrative. In
the first place, Poland must organize her own armed
force, flying her own flag and under the command of
her own officers. And in the second place, bearing in
mind the realities of the situation, and if the achievement
of Polish independence was its ultimate objective, this
force should be directed initially against Russia. It was
because the young Beck from the first seemed instinc-
tively to sense the truth of both these theses that his
career proceeded with such uninterrupted success.
Certainly he never hesitated in his decision, whenever
the war broke out, that his place was at the front. He
had just come back to his father's house, dowered with
the social graces of Vienna. He was a good tennis
player and he found many other young men at Limanowa
of a like mind; but the story goes that one evening
when they were discussing plans for the following day,
the young Beck surprised his companions by exclaiming:
" I won't come to-morrow!" And then, when they
looked at him in surprise, he explained his words by
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